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FLOATING HOMES
ASSOCIATION

46TH ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 2008

NAVAL RESERVE ARMORY
South Lake Union

FREE PARKING
NEXT TO ARMORY and

on WESTLAKE N
(Use new footbridge

to & from Westlake N)

6:30 TO 7:30 pm
SOCIAL HOUR

COMPLIMENTARY REFRESHMENTS

7:30 TO 9:30 pm
MEETING

AGENDA
Lake Union Trail

David Graves, Parks Dept.

Fire Chief Gregory Dean
Shoreline Master Program

New FHA Web Site
Standing Committees

Executive Board Elections

HOUSEBOATIQUE
ITEMS FOR SALE

MINGLE WITH OTHER
HOUSEBOATERS!!

FUN!!
INFORMATION!!

REFRESHMENTS!!

Photos by Rick Miner

The 3rd Biennial
 FLOATING HOMES CRUISE

Aboard the Virginia V

The weather was perfect on the
evening of August 16th as we cruised
Lake Union, Portage Bay and Lake
Washington.

More photos next page.

AAAAAbobobobobovvvvve:  Re:  Re:  Re:  Re:  Revevevevevelers crelers crelers crelers crelers crooooowwwwwd the bod the bod the bod the bod the bowwwww.....
Left: Captain DLeft: Captain DLeft: Captain DLeft: Captain DLeft: Captain Dalealealealeale

NNNNNotice Sotice Sotice Sotice Sotice Something?omething?omething?omething?omething?
The editors are trying on some design ideas in an attempt to

make the Newsletter look more compatible with the new web
site.

See “New Web Site,” page 9.
Or visit seattlefloatinghomes.org



THE 3RD BIENNIAL CRTHE 3RD BIENNIAL CRTHE 3RD BIENNIAL CRTHE 3RD BIENNIAL CRTHE 3RD BIENNIAL CRUISE ABOUISE ABOUISE ABOUISE ABOUISE ABOARD ARD ARD ARD ARD THE THE THE THE THE VIRVIRVIRVIRVIRGINIA GINIA GINIA GINIA GINIA VVVVV

THE LTHE LTHE LTHE LTHE LAKE UNION HOMEAKE UNION HOMEAKE UNION HOMEAKE UNION HOMEAKE UNION HOME
WRECKERS enterWRECKERS enterWRECKERS enterWRECKERS enterWRECKERS entertained partained partained partained partained partytytytyty
goers at the 3rgoers at the 3rgoers at the 3rgoers at the 3rgoers at the 3rd biennial Fd biennial Fd biennial Fd biennial Fd biennial Floatingloatingloatingloatingloating
HHHHHomes Association cromes Association cromes Association cromes Association cromes Association cruise aboaruise aboaruise aboaruise aboaruise aboarddddd
the the the the the VVVVVirginia irginia irginia irginia irginia VVVVV.  B.  B.  B.  B.  Band members arand members arand members arand members arand members areeeee
frfrfrfrfrom left to right: Chris Allanom left to right: Chris Allanom left to right: Chris Allanom left to right: Chris Allanom left to right: Chris Allan
(guitar), J(guitar), J(guitar), J(guitar), J(guitar), Jack Cook (guitar),ack Cook (guitar),ack Cook (guitar),ack Cook (guitar),ack Cook (guitar),
houseboater: Bob houseboater: Bob houseboater: Bob houseboater: Bob houseboater: Bob WWWWWest (trest (trest (trest (trest (trumpet,umpet,umpet,umpet,umpet,
drdrdrdrdrums & jug), Ray Sums & jug), Ray Sums & jug), Ray Sums & jug), Ray Sums & jug), Ray Skjelbrkjelbrkjelbrkjelbrkjelbrededededed
(piano), and Bonnie R(piano), and Bonnie R(piano), and Bonnie R(piano), and Bonnie R(piano), and Bonnie Reid (violin).eid (violin).eid (violin).eid (violin).eid (violin).
NNNNNot picturot picturot picturot picturot pictured ared ared ared ared are He He He He Heather Beather Beather Beather Beather Bankerankerankerankeranker
(v(v(v(v(vocals & guitar) and Bocals & guitar) and Bocals & guitar) and Bocals & guitar) and Bocals & guitar) and Brrrrruce Ruce Ruce Ruce Ruce Reid (6eid (6eid (6eid (6eid (6
string banjo).string banjo).string banjo).string banjo).string banjo).

LEFTLEFTLEFTLEFTLEFT:  Catering was:  Catering was:  Catering was:  Catering was:  Catering was
bbbbby y y y y THE LTHE LTHE LTHE LTHE LAKEAKEAKEAKEAKE
UNION CAFÉ.UNION CAFÉ.UNION CAFÉ.UNION CAFÉ.UNION CAFÉ.
ThrThrThrThrThroughout theoughout theoughout theoughout theoughout the
evevevevevening, delicious hotening, delicious hotening, delicious hotening, delicious hotening, delicious hot
hors d'ouvrhors d'ouvrhors d'ouvrhors d'ouvrhors d'ouvres wes wes wes wes wererererereeeee
passed bpassed bpassed bpassed bpassed by wait staffy wait staffy wait staffy wait staffy wait staff.....
TTTTTables with beautifulables with beautifulables with beautifulables with beautifulables with beautiful
arrangements of frarrangements of frarrangements of frarrangements of frarrangements of fruit,uit,uit,uit,uit,
vvvvvegetables, cheeses andegetables, cheeses andegetables, cheeses andegetables, cheeses andegetables, cheeses and
crackers awaited guestscrackers awaited guestscrackers awaited guestscrackers awaited guestscrackers awaited guests
in the main salon.in the main salon.in the main salon.in the main salon.in the main salon.

Rick MRick MRick MRick MRick Miner surriner surriner surriner surriner surrounds himselfounds himselfounds himselfounds himselfounds himself
with (L to R) with (L to R) with (L to R) with (L to R) with (L to R) TTTTTeagan Deagan Deagan Deagan Deagan Densmorensmorensmorensmorensmore,e,e,e,e,
MMMMMelissa Ahlers, and Eelissa Ahlers, and Eelissa Ahlers, and Eelissa Ahlers, and Eelissa Ahlers, and Emily Hmily Hmily Hmily Hmily Hine.ine.ine.ine.ine.

Sheri Greaves was chair of this popular event for 2007.  She & her crew deserve a
round of applause for putting on a memorable party.

Find these photos (and more), in color, on the

FHA website at

seattlefloatinghomes.org

ABOABOABOABOABOVE:  LarrVE:  LarrVE:  LarrVE:  LarrVE:  Larry Logue, Ey Logue, Ey Logue, Ey Logue, Ey Logue, Ethan Lothan Lothan Lothan Lothan Lowrwrwrwrwryyyyy, N, N, N, N, Nicoleicoleicoleicoleicole
HHHHHalabisky and alabisky and alabisky and alabisky and alabisky and TTTTTiffany Miffany Miffany Miffany Miffany McNcNcNcNcNamara, framara, framara, framara, framara, from om om om om THETHETHETHETHE
LLLLLAKE UNION DOCK enjoAKE UNION DOCK enjoAKE UNION DOCK enjoAKE UNION DOCK enjoAKE UNION DOCK enjoy the food and goody the food and goody the food and goody the food and goody the food and good
companycompanycompanycompanycompany.....

All photos this page by Marilyn Robertson.

BELBELBELBELBELOOOOOWWWWW:  After the guests depar:  After the guests depar:  After the guests depar:  After the guests depar:  After the guests departed, our  'clean up' crted, our  'clean up' crted, our  'clean up' crted, our  'clean up' crted, our  'clean up' creeeeewwwww
picked up evpicked up evpicked up evpicked up evpicked up everererererything brything brything brything brything brought on boarought on boarought on boarought on boarought on board. d. d. d. d. This grThis grThis grThis grThis group ofoup ofoup ofoup ofoup of

rrrrrevevevevevelers lucked out. elers lucked out. elers lucked out. elers lucked out. elers lucked out. They got to clean up the bar! L to R:They got to clean up the bar! L to R:They got to clean up the bar! L to R:They got to clean up the bar! L to R:They got to clean up the bar! L to R:
JJJJJim im im im im WWWWWeyand, Seyand, Seyand, Seyand, Seyand, Stevtevtevtevteve & Se & Se & Se & Se & Sheri Gheri Gheri Gheri Gheri Grrrrreaveaveaveaveaves, and Ses, and Ses, and Ses, and Ses, and Sid Mid Mid Mid Mid McFcFcFcFcFarland.arland.arland.arland.arland.

BELBELBELBELBELOOOOOWWWWW:  Rick M:  Rick M:  Rick M:  Rick M:  Rick Miner surriner surriner surriner surriner surrounds himself with (L to R)ounds himself with (L to R)ounds himself with (L to R)ounds himself with (L to R)ounds himself with (L to R)
TTTTTeagan Deagan Deagan Deagan Deagan Densmorensmorensmorensmorensmore, Me, Me, Me, Me, Melissa Ahlers, and Eelissa Ahlers, and Eelissa Ahlers, and Eelissa Ahlers, and Eelissa Ahlers, and Emily Hmily Hmily Hmily Hmily Hine.ine.ine.ine.ine.
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Please visit   seattlefloatinghomes.org
Most of the photos in the Newsletter are in color.  See the originals online on
our website.  Our archives include this issue and go back to 2002.

This issue also features an extra on-line album with more photos of the  cruise.
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Let Frontier Bank assist you with the
financing. As a local community bank 
and leading provider of financing for

all of Seattle’s floating homes, we
understand the uniqueness of

the floating home community.

Contact Gary Cross
at (206) 783-0300.

For the Frontier Bank office nearest you call: 888-779-4801 
or visit us online at: www.frontierbank.com • Member FDIC

Found your Floating Home?

Ballard Office
5602 - 15th Ave. N.W. 

Seattle, WA  98107

Where People Really Make 
The Difference

Frontier Bank

 

Rummage and 
Treasures Sale 

 

Books  Collectibles  Unique maritime gear 
Ship Models  Handicrafts  Prints  Tools 
Bazaar of new gifts  Toys  Household goods 
Refreshments available  On-street parking 

 

Saturday, April 19
9 am – 4 pm

Armory Bldg.
Lake Union Park

860 Terry Ave. N.
Seattle

Vendor tables: $20 (no commission on sales) 
Donations and consignments welcome 

Multi-organizational sale to benefit maritime heritage 
produced by Discovery Modelers Education Center 
(206 282-0985)  discoverymoerymodelers@yahoo.com com 

Legislative & Legal
SSSSSheri Gheri Gheri Gheri Gheri Grrrrreaveaveaveaveaves, Chaires, Chaires, Chaires, Chaires, Chair

Association SAssociation SAssociation SAssociation SAssociation Standingtandingtandingtandingtanding
 Committee R Committee R Committee R Committee R Committee Reporeporeporeporeportststststs

FFFFFloating Hloating Hloating Hloating Hloating Homes Aomes Aomes Aomes Aomes Appraisalsppraisalsppraisalsppraisalsppraisals
This article is revised and updated from one that appeared in

the Winter 2006 newsletter.  If you will recall, Mike Ryherd, our
Floating Homes Association lobbyist, Melissa Ahlers (FHA Board),
and I met with Michelle Hagen, Director of Commercial/Business
Division, and Joe Arnold, Commercial Appraiser, in September
2005 to have them explain how they appraise the floating homes
community, both personal property (houseboat) and the land (slip)
portion.  The main thing we all agreed on is appraising floating
homes is a very difficult job.  There are so many different scenarios
and dock ownership models that having black-and-white proce-
dures is really impossible, but they are making every attempt to be
fair and equitable in their appraisals across the floating homes com-
munity.

PPPPPersonal Personal Personal Personal Personal Prrrrroperoperoperoperopertytytytyty
All floating homes are given a grade of 1-5 based on 3 ele-

ments:
Quality of construction
Condition (how the structure has been maintained)
Square footage

That's it.  They do not take anything else into account.  So, if
you want to appeal your floating home appraisal, you must be able
to prove them wrong about one of those three things.

LandLandLandLandLand
Land is valued as if it is vacant.  The land parcel values (that

portion of land or mud that the dock may own) are simply a total of
the individual slip values. We are NOT taxed on DNR or City
leased land.  The appraiser uses the same method for calculating the
total value of the land as noted below (a value per site that increases
from $250,000 to $750,000 according to the location of the site),
but when he has the total, he then looks at what is DNR land and
takes that portion of the value and assigns it to the DNR parcel, not
to the floating home parcel.  It is true that DNR doesn't have to pay
taxes on it, but neither do we.  The above also applies to slips on
City street leases.

This year there were changes in the assessor's approach to the
allocation of the value between the land parcels and the floating
homes.  The slip values were increased and the inside slips were
generally valued at $250,000 and the end slips were valued as high
as $750,000 in some but not all cases. Because of these slip value
increases, the dock owned land value in general had substantial in-



 

 

Gratefully serving you since 1980 
 Active Listeners – Caring Spirits – Team Players – Good Teachers         
 

 

• Are you ready to sell and move on to other adventures?  
 

 

• We will help you set the right price for your valuable asset. 
 

• We will bring you qualified, well-informed buyers. 
 

• Our marketing will feature your home at its best advantage, not us. 

• We will use knowledge from 28 years & hundreds of houseboat sales to serve you.  
 

• Use our website for live links to ALL floating home listings & to ALL real estate listings. 

 

• Take the next step.  Call us.       

• Choose Lake Union's best, most qualified & experienced floating home agents.    
 

Daniel Schalke  and  Elaine Eigeman                                206-525-0181 

RE/MAX Metro Realty, Inc.      Email: de@DanielandElaine.com   Http://www.DanielandElaine.com 

creases. This year, the views, open water, easiness of lake access, etc.
were taken into account in valuing the individual slips. Because of
this, there is not necessarily a proportionate increase in value as one
goes from the inside slip to the outside slip, even though the values
do increase in that process.  In many, but not all cases, this land
value increase allowed the floating home value to decrease.

AAAAAppealsppealsppealsppealsppeals
So, what does this mean to you regarding appealing your as-

sessment?
First, keep in mind that the appraiser is only the appraiser.  He

comes up with the value of the land and of the floating home, but
the King County Assessor's Office has nothing to do with what that
translates to in taxes.  The County decides on the tax levy, and what
special levies might be passed by the voters (schools, parks, etc.), to
determine the tax rate.  Your taxes can go up even if your appraised
value does not.

When looking at whether to appeal or not, take into account
the three things (quality of construction, condition, and square foot-
age) for the personal property, then look at your location on the
dock and estimate what the land value for your site is.  Add those
two together and ask yourself this question:  Can I sell my house-
boat for this?

Also, note that appraisals are based on values from at least 1-2
years in arrears.  The Appraiser is required to actually look at our
homes every six years, but Joe Arnold says that he will have looked
at all of the floating homes by the end of this year (which will be his
fourth year appraising floating homes).  Sales that have occurred in
the previous three years are used for comparables.

Joe Arnold informed us that the successful houseboat appeals
have uncovered issues of 'Quality' or 'Condition' that the assessor
did not take into account. The successful land or 'slip' appeals have
brought to light issues that are unique to the location that were not
considered at the time of valuation.

Joe is very willing to talk with us so feel free to contact him
directly with questions, 206.205.5534 or e-mail me at
sgreaves@fhcrc.org and I will do my best to get answers for you.

Association SAssociation SAssociation SAssociation SAssociation Standing  Committee Rtanding  Committee Rtanding  Committee Rtanding  Committee Rtanding  Committee Reporeporeporeporeportststststs



Coldwell Banker Bain Associates          (206) 940-1180          RickMiner@duckin.com 

If you are buying or selling waterfront, houseboats  
or any type of real estate you should meet  
Rick Miner & the duckin.com team.  

Association SAssociation SAssociation SAssociation SAssociation Standing  Committee Rtanding  Committee Rtanding  Committee Rtanding  Committee Rtanding  Committee Reporeporeporeporeportststststs

Environmental
Bob BoBob BoBob BoBob BoBob Bowman, Chairwman, Chairwman, Chairwman, Chairwman, Chair

The 6th Annual Lake Union/Portage Bay Sweep organized
by Puget Soundkeeper Alliance will be held on Saturday, May
10th. Once again, FHA is one of the event sponsors. Last year
39 houseboat folks participated in the Sweep - 23 at South

Lake Union and 16 at Portage Bay. In addition to that, we had
six docks sign up for debris removal from houseboat waterways
and shorelines. Please volunteer for this year's Sweep. It is a
great opportunity for the floating home community to get ac-
tively involved in cleaning up Lake Union and Portage Bay.
Also, if there is enough interest by houseboat docks, we will
again come by and pick up debris from houseboat waterways
and shorelines. Let me know if your dock is interested. You can
contact me at the email address below.

At the January Environmental Committee meeting, Karen
Huber from King County Water Treatment Division gave a
presentation on the County's Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO)

Control Program. In older cities such as
Seattle, sewage and storm water are man-
aged together. During large rainstorms,
the pipes are not large enough to handle
the increased flow; so, diluted wastewa-
ter overflows into Portage Bay, Lake
Union, the Ship Canal and other water-
ways. These events are called Combined
Sewer Overflows (CSOs). The goal of
CSO Control programs is to reduce sew-
age overflow events or treat the overflow
so that water quality standards will be
met. In Seattle, the city and county have
responsibility to manage CSOs, with
King County managing fewer but mainly
larger CSOs. King County is now devel-
oping a schedule for four CSO Control
Programs that will start in 2010 and be
completed in 2030.  Currently the East
Ship Canal project (University/Montlake)
is priority #2 and scheduled to start
predesign work in 2009. However, the
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SPRING AND SUMMER...  the best time to paint!

 Houseboats  OUR SPECIALTY
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UPDAUPDAUPDAUPDAUPDATING OF SHORELINE REGULTING OF SHORELINE REGULTING OF SHORELINE REGULTING OF SHORELINE REGULTING OF SHORELINE REGULAAAAATIONSTIONSTIONSTIONSTIONS

MAMAMAMAMAY IMPY IMPY IMPY IMPY IMPAAAAACT EXISTING HOUSEBOCT EXISTING HOUSEBOCT EXISTING HOUSEBOCT EXISTING HOUSEBOCT EXISTING HOUSEBOAAAAATTTTTSSSSS
by Bob Bowman

The Washington State Shoreline Management Act required
local governments to establish a Shoreline Master Program
(SMP). Seattle is now in the process of updating its SMP. The
revised SMP will establish shoreline goals and policies for: 1)
preferred shoreline uses, 2) environmental protection and 3)
public access. This will result in new regulations and standards
for shoreline uses including floating homes. Revised regulations
and building codes for over water structures could have a major
impact on how we maintain existing houseboats, flotation and
docks, and how new houseboats are built. Seattle is establishing
a 14-18 member SMP Citizen Advisory Committee. The FHA
is one of many organizations and individuals who have applied
for participation on the Advisory Committee. We should know
by the end of March if the FHA will be represented on the
Committee. Stay tuned for more information.

Additionally, the city is hosting seven community meet-
ings to get input on the new shoreline policies. The Lake Union/
Ship Canal Meeting was on Tuesday, March 25th at B.F. Day
Elementary School, 3921 Linden Ave N, 98103.

Duwamish project, priority #3 may be moved ahead of Univer-
sity/Montlake. The County would welcome comments from
the community on project priorities. You can get more infor-
mation on CSO projects and overflow events from the King
County Metro website: http://dnr.metrokc.gov/WTD/cso/.

The Environmental Committee currently has six members:
Diana Forman, Pat Sampson, Susan Susor, Jan Carlson, Sheryl
Landon and Bob Bowman. Please let me know if you would be
interested in joining the Committee or would like to be a dock
representative for environmental issues. You can contact me at
bobbowman2@msn.com.

Event Description:
Volunteers in kayaks & other small boats pick up &
transfer trash to larger craft for collection by Seattle
Public Utilities. Shore cleanup will be done around
Lake Union and Portage Bay involving non-boaters.
Event Contact:
If you or your group is interested in participating in
this event, please contact:  Chris Wilke at Puget
Soundkeeper Alliance: 206-297-7002 or
volunteer@pugetsoundkeeper.org

8:15 am - 8:45 am:
9:00 am - 12:00 am:
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm:

Volunteer Check-in
On-Water Cleanup Event
Celebration & Lunch

Saturday May 10, 2008

 

   
 
 
 

The Sweep 2008 
Lake Union, Portage Bay Cleanup 



Association SAssociation SAssociation SAssociation SAssociation Standing  Committee Rtanding  Committee Rtanding  Committee Rtanding  Committee Rtanding  Committee Reporeporeporeporeportststststs

FFFFFrrrrrom om om om om TTTTTiff:iff:iff:iff:iff: In January the Seattle Police Department
changed the boundaries of its precincts.  For the houseboat
community the most significant change is that south of Lynn
Street will now be the West Precinct, no longer the East. This
divides the Eastlake community into two precincts.  Each SPD
Precinct conducts monthly meetings to encourage ongoing com-
munication with the neighborhoods they serve. Susan Jenkins
has stepped up to represent the FHA at the East Precinct meet-
ings, Kathy Kimball has volunteered to represent us at the North
Precinct meetings and I will do my best to cover the West Pre-
cinct meetings. Thank you to Susan and Kathy for doing this
for the good of our entire neighborhood. All are welcome at
these meetings so if you are ever inspired to go get a hold of one
of us and we will give you the date, time and place of the next
meeting for your precinct.

FFFFFrrrrrom Gom Gom Gom Gom Giff: iff: iff: iff: iff:  Your Safety and Security Committee had lunch
with Fire Chief Gregory Dean last fall, thanks to the generosity
of auction winners Tom and Susan Susor. Our meaningful con-
versation ranged from marine fires to fireboats to fire preven-
tion.  Chief Dean will be a featured guest speaker at our April
22 Annual Meeting, and will expand on these and other topics.

  Meanwhile, here  are a few miscellaneous offerings from
our conversation:  SFD will staff at least one person inside the
locks on a fireboat 24/7.  Firefighters need at least a five- foot
wide pathway to the outer end of each houseboat dock.  It will
help them to have reflective tape or other obvious identification
at utility shut-off locations. If possible, in an evacuation, close
all windows and doors before leaving.  It helps emergency re-
sponders to be able to easily spot address numbers.  Clear of-
fending shrubbery from street-side number signs and place bold,
reflective numbers on the outermost float of each dock.  Keep
all address signs clear and clean.

GGGGGrrrrroup with the Foup with the Foup with the Foup with the Foup with the Fiririririre Chief:, LR:  Je Chief:, LR:  Je Chief:, LR:  Je Chief:, LR:  Je Chief:, LR:  Jim Dim Dim Dim Dim Donnette, FHAonnette, FHAonnette, FHAonnette, FHAonnette, FHA
liason to SFD, liason to SFD, liason to SFD, liason to SFD, liason to SFD, TTTTTiff Miff Miff Miff Miff McNcNcNcNcNamera, Chief Gamera, Chief Gamera, Chief Gamera, Chief Gamera, Chief Grrrrregoregoregoregoregory Dy Dy Dy Dy Dean,ean,ean,ean,ean,
Asst. Chief BAsst. Chief BAsst. Chief BAsst. Chief BAsst. Chief Bill Hill Hill Hill Hill Hepburn, Gepburn, Gepburn, Gepburn, Gepburn, Giff Jiff Jiff Jiff Jiff Jones.ones.ones.ones.ones.

By ANONY MOUSE

Security & Safety

GGGGGiff Jiff Jiff Jiff Jiff Jonesonesonesonesones
TTTTTiffany Miffany Miffany Miffany Miffany McNcNcNcNcNamaraamaraamaraamaraamara

 Co-Chairs Co-Chairs Co-Chairs Co-Chairs Co-Chairs
FLFLFLFLFLOOOOOAAAAATING HOMES TING HOMES TING HOMES TING HOMES TING HOMES TTTTTOUR 2008OUR 2008OUR 2008OUR 2008OUR 2008

The Floating Home Tour committee is already hard at work
planning the 2008 tour.  Mark your calendar for Sunday, Sep-
tember 7th from noon to 5 pm and get ready for some fun!
This year we are looking at putting some new twists to the
event -- even thinking about changing a location or two:  Por-
tage Bay, Fairview, Northlake, Westlake...which one?  Come to
the annual meeting to find out!

A big thanks to Wong Doody who will again be working
on our marketing materials!   And, an excited thank you to the
amazing tour team who are working on this wonderful com-
munity event.  We are always looking for new talent and new
ideas so come to a committee meeting or volunteer to be a host
for tour day.  Interested?  Please, contact Melissa Ahlers at
melissa@lakere.com or 206-356-2262.

Fundraising
MMMMMelissa Ahlers, Chairelissa Ahlers, Chairelissa Ahlers, Chairelissa Ahlers, Chairelissa Ahlers, Chair
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Houseboatique
MMMMMararararary and Gy and Gy and Gy and Gy and Giff Jiff Jiff Jiff Jiff Jones, Co-Chairsones, Co-Chairsones, Co-Chairsones, Co-Chairsones, Co-Chairs

by Mary Jones
We had the best-ever festive and profitable annual Holiday

Sale at the FHA office.  The one room cottage was decorated
with lights and a candy cane swag of evergreens was hung out-
side.  All proceeds directly benefit the FHA, so your support is
always appreciated.  We try very hard to keep the ideas and
items we offer for sale fun, interesting, and community related;
items you want for yourselves and as gifts for relatives and friends.
Our newest item is a lightweight folding umbrella to be intro-
duced at the Floating Homes Tour this fall, but which we will
pre-sell at the April 22 Annual Meeting.  We strive to offer an
image or feeling that adds to what the houseboat community is
all about: a willingness to help and support each other through
rain or shine.  We are an eclectic group of folks who have this
remarkable way of smiling and saying hello as we pass each
other on our country lanes.

GRAB, SNAP, and SEND!

PHOTO CONTEST!
GRAB a camera and your Seattle house-

boats hat.  SNAP a photo, and SEND it in to
enter the FHA Houseboatique "Our Hats Travel"
photo contest!

Where have our hats been?  Some will talk
about it, others will not.

Does what happens in our hats stay under
our hats? We'd like to see where you have
traveled and spread the word about the infamous
Seattle Houseboat Community.  Take a photo on
vacation, during a favorite activity, hanging out
with your pet goldfish, whatever makes it interest-
ing.

We'll publish the most unique entries and the
winner gets a prize from the Houseboatique. Only
rules are hat & logo must be discernable, and we

can print it in the
FHA Newsletter.
Email your entries,
with photographer
name, who's in the
photo, where
taken, and back-
ground or human
interest info to:
mej@raincity.com

Good Luck!

Communications
MMMMMarilyn Rarilyn Rarilyn Rarilyn Rarilyn Roberoberoberoberobertson, Chairtson, Chairtson, Chairtson, Chairtson, Chair

FHA FHA FHA FHA FHA WEB SITEWEB SITEWEB SITEWEB SITEWEB SITE
by Bill Keasler

The new Floating Homes Association web site is finally
shaping up.  We’re hoping it will be presentable by the time
you’re reading this.  Give it a try at

seattlefloatinghomes.org

Frustration over the difficulty navigating the old site has
driven an effort over the past few years to design a new site in
which it would not only be easier to get around, but also pro-
vide a more interactive platform for exchanging ideas.

Most of the components of the old site are still there:  the
Houseboatique, Newsletter archives, Dockwatch, the Tour, photo
galleries and other information about floating homes.

In addition, the new site is designed so that the most recent
or interesting features and
events may be highlighted and
can even bubble up to the front
page, if we want.  This should
make current stories easier to
find.  In fact, the “News and
Events” menu item is just a list
of the most recent posts from
the entire site.

Our Newsletter columnists
each now have their own page
and archive - much like a blog
- where they can post informa-
tion about their individual ar-
eas of interest.  These pages
include the stories you see
right here under “Standing
Committee Reports,” plus
others, such as the “Lilly Pad”.

If you register (under “Log
In”) you can join us in the con-
versation by posting to forums
and making comments on sto-
ries.

The site fires off a couple
of mailing lists so far.  The ex-
isting Dockwatch continues.

But now there’s a digest of the the “News and Events” page
which is sent out at least when the Newsletter is published, but
also sometimes when something  else interesting happens.  Most
of the digest pages are “RSS feeds,” so you can also be notified
whenever anything changes at all.

So give it a try at

seattlefloatinghomes.org



by Bill Keasler
The Floating Homes Association board learned of a troubling

development on the 2466 Westlake dock at their meeting in Janu-
ary. The Seattle Department of Planning and Development (DPD)
had denied a permit to rebuild a houseboat. The homeowners wanted
to build on a cement float with a larger second story and an under-
water basement. So what were the issues?

Wanting more space after their daughter Lucy arrived last year,
Mark and Heather Lakefish hired an architect and a well-known
and oft used environmental consultant.  The analysis by their envi-
ronmental consultant was that since the existing log float already
extended about 15 feet down, a design of cement extending 12 feet
underwater would not affect the environmental footprint of the
structure, and might arguably improve it in that the new float would
be shallower and provide less habitat for predators of migrating
salmon.

DPD, however, ruled that the basement must be unheated and
limited to a maximum of six feet deep.  Given that projects like this
have been approved around the lake for years, the Lakefishes ap-
pealed.

Marty Greer, a neighbor of the Lakefishes and Vice President

of the FHA, suggested they come to the February Board meeting.
They did so, and brought their attorney, Pat Schneider, to help
explain their situation.

Schneider pointed out a number of issues.  There was the ap-
parent departure from policy, which was alarming enough, but there
were other oddities as well.  Without citation, DPD assumes a typi-
cal float depth of 4 to 6 feet.

The FHA's attorney, Peter Eglick, was asked to look at the
decision.  He agreed it raised a lot of questions.  He, too, was struck
by the lack of supporting evidence or law for some of the condi-
tions imposed on the project.  In addition, he pointed out that if
the State Shorelines Hearing Board denied the Lakefish appeal, then
the decision would become precedent, applying subsequently to
similar projects.

A call to Seattle City Council Land Use Chair Sally Clark's
office about this did not turn up any pending legislation on the
issue, except to note that the city's Shorelines Master Program (SMP)
was due to be revised in the next few years.   When Sally Clark's
legislative aide called DPD, he was reminded that most of our ex-
isting floats are exempt from needing a Shoreline Development per-
mit, because the project costs for installing flotation is usually un-

der the $2,500 threshold currently given in the
SMP .

Peter Eglick said he needed more informa-
tion.  So about a week after the board meeting,
he and several board members met around coffee
at Louisa's on Eastlake with three of the people
responsible for most of the flotation work on
houseboats, contractor Sid McFarland, Greg
Johnston and diver Chuck Murray.  Chuck works
with both Sid and Greg from time to time, and
says he's been under maybe 85%-90% of the
houseboats on the lake.  Chuck and Greg, in fact,
did the survey for the Lakefish permit applica-
tion.  Overall, they said, our floats extend much
deeper than the "typical" 4 to 6 feet cited in the
decision.  What with some floats having two lay-
ers of logs or more and with barrels and Styrofoam
accumulated over many years, a more usual depth
is probably twice that, or 8 to 12 feet.  Some-
times, they agreed, the floats go down much
deeper.

At the very least, then, there is some dispute
over the facts upon which the decision is based.
This, and the decision's lack of citation, gives the
Lakefishes hope that DPD will simply withdraw
the decision and try again.  This would be highly
unusual, though.  The more likely result is that
the decision will land in front of the State Shore-
lines Hearings Board on June 4.

As of this writing, with the situation still
evolving, the FHA is waiting on events.

Photo  by Bill Keasler
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Proposed

LAKE UNION TRAIL
by Amalia Walton

It's an idea many longtime houseboaters have heard of be-
fore and for some it is an exciting thought, filled with possibil-
ity and room to dream.  Others may break out in sweats when
they imagine bottlenecks on their street or loss of parking.  For
all of these reasons and more, your board members thought it
would be important to get involved in the new Lake Union
Trail project from the very beginning.

We first heard about the trail proposal in Mayor Greg Nick-
els' budget speech last fall.  In the speech, Mayor Nickels cel-
ebrated the history of our lake, saying, "in many ways, Seattle
grew up around Lake Union," and that in the trail, "we have a
tremendous opportunity to celebrate our heritage and create a
bit of history ourselves."  The trail will be a place for recreation,
remembering Seattle's past, and enjoying the beautiful views of
our backyard.

Since first hearing of the trail project, we have had a suc-
cessful meeting with Woody Wheeler of the Seattle Parks Foun-
dation and Marshall Foster of the City's Office of Policy and
Management.  The two representatives were eager to meet with
the Floating Homes Association Board and embraced the idea
of houseboaters being involved in the process of planning the
trail.  We spoke with Woody and Marshall at great length about
our community and the connections that houseboaters have
over the water, as well as the unique aspects of Westlake, Eastlake,
Portage Bay and Fremont.  Board members spoke about the
need for parking preservation, traffic calming, and water access
points to the trail.  By the end of the two hour meeting, our
guests were intimately familiar with everything from the Fairview
Green Street plan to the history of the "walking fish."

David Graves of the Seattle Parks Department will speak at
the FHA  Annual Meeting on April 22. David is managing the
Lake Union Loop Trail project for Parks Department.

If you are inspired by this project and would like to work
with us, please contact Amalia Walton at
amaliawalton@gmail.com.  The more the Lake Union Trail re-
flects our community, the better it will be.

The seven mile Lake Union Trail will connect the Westlake,
Fremont, Northlake, Eastlake, and South Lake Union neighbor-
hoods.  Parts of this trail already exist and the City currently
owns much of the property as well as right-of-ways along the
proposed route.  The trail will be for walkers, bikers, runners,
sightseers and a place to exercise while enjoying water related
sights such as the sea planes, kayaks, sailboats, and the
downtown skyline.  In addition people will be able to see the
contrasts between maritime businesses, offices, residences,
the larger Gasworks and South Lake Union Parks as well as
the smaller "pocket parks" around the lake.

There is a lot of Seattle history connected with the Lake
and the Lake Union Trail will help people to learn about it first
hand. The Mayor also sees the opportunity for teachers in
Seattle to use the trail as a project in classes to study the
history of Lake Union and possibly hold a contest to name the
Trail by the students.

Westbound-Off ramp 
to Lincoln Way
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high speed train. We're bound for Halifax, Nova Scotia
and the Maritimes on VIA Rail's 'Ocean' line. For nearly
800 miles we reached speeds up to 90 mph along the
south shore of the St. Lawrence, through the Matapedia
Valley, then past the Bay of Fundy."

Thu, NThu, NThu, NThu, NThu, Nooooov 1  v 1  v 1  v 1  v 1  Cape Breton, Nova Scotia… "Although
cold and windy, today's weather is crystal clear… nearly
clear enough to see Newfoundland as we hike the head-
lands looking over the Gulf of St. Lawrence. … If we stay
into the weekend of Nov 3 & 4, we expect winds of
around 80 miles per hour from Hurricane Noel, which
has us in its path. We aren't going anywhere: we're
staying put and battening down the hatches."

SSSSSat, Nat, Nat, Nat, Nat, Nooooov 3  v 3  v 3  v 3  v 3  "We chicken out. Mere hours after we
turn in our rental car and hop the overnight train to
Montreal, the storm hits Halifax, Cape Breton, Prince

by Giff and Mary Jones
Photos by Mary & Giff Jones

Mary and Giff decided on a less used
mode of travel for their Fall 2007 vaca-
tion. They purchased two, off-season
North American Rail passes.  These passes
were good for 30 days of travel on US
AMTRAK and Canadian VIA Rail. Their
plan was to fly to the east coast and, after
a few side excursions make their way
across Canada by rail to Seattle. The trip
would then extend to California, Denver
and return to Seattle.

SSSSSat, Oat, Oat, Oat, Oat, Oct 13ct 13ct 13ct 13ct 13  The couple flew to the
east coast via Minneapolis. After a visit
with Giff 's family, they enjoyed fall colors
on the coast of Maine.

SSSSSun, Oun, Oun, Oun, Oun, Oct 28ct 28ct 28ct 28ct 28  Quebec City. "We
initiated our rail pass by departing North
America's only walled fortress city in a
sleek, modern, aluminium, steel & glass,

TRAINS, PLTRAINS, PLTRAINS, PLTRAINS, PLTRAINS, PLANES, BANES, BANES, BANES, BANES, BUSES AND AUSES AND AUSES AND AUSES AND AUSES AND AUTUTUTUTUTOMOBILESOMOBILESOMOBILESOMOBILESOMOBILES
Glimpses from a fall vacation

AAAAAboarboarboarboarboard d d d d VIA Rail's "CANADIAN" apprVIA Rail's "CANADIAN" apprVIA Rail's "CANADIAN" apprVIA Rail's "CANADIAN" apprVIA Rail's "CANADIAN" approaching Joaching Joaching Joaching Joaching Jasperasperasperasperasper. . . . . VVVVVieieieieiew of snow of snow of snow of snow of snow dustedw dustedw dustedw dustedw dusted
vvvvvalleyalleyalleyalleyalley, rail tracks in distance. 11/12/07., rail tracks in distance. 11/12/07., rail tracks in distance. 11/12/07., rail tracks in distance. 11/12/07., rail tracks in distance. 11/12/07.



Edward Island and then the Gaspe Peninsula Saturday
night."  Giff and Mary had cancelled plans, including a
bus/train trip to the seacoast village of Gaspe. "Later, we
learned our intended bus had careened off the road in the
violent weather and 30 passengers had been injured."

TTTTTue, Nue, Nue, Nue, Nue, Nooooov 6  v 6  v 6  v 6  v 6  The change of plans allowed Giff and
Mary to take an unexpected side trip. "AMTRAK's
'Adirondack' train winds south from Montreal, tracing the
west shoreline of Lake Champlain, seldom more than a
few yards from the water's edge. It heads ultimately for
the Big Apple via the Hudson River Valley… the brilliant

sunlight is rendering first the
Adirondacks, then the Catskills, in
splashes of red, orange and gold
against coniferous green background.
… we feel unexpectedly rewarded, as
if nature's autumnal act is being
replayed in a spectacular encore."

The couple made the return trip
to Montreal and headed west.

SSSSSat, Nat, Nat, Nat, Nat, Nooooov 10  v 10  v 10  v 10  v 10  "We are on VIA
Rail's famous 'CANADIAN' train
from Toronto to Vancouver: gleam-
ing, preserved 1955 stainless steel,
luxury passenger cars and we are
being pampered by their famous First
Class 'Silver and Blue' service. This is
a 4-day, 3-night trip spanning 2800
miles through Winnipeg, Saskatoon,
Edmonton and Jasper. Still in
Ontario Province, we stop briefly for
a station-side stretch just west of
Parry Sound on Lake Huron. We spot

a red fox dash under the stopped train and run down the
slope before us. It is a beauty, with a sunset-colored tail
that nearly matches its body in size. We are happy to be
admiring this gorgeous creature… then recall the hunter
who startled us, standing at eye level on a knoll of woods
next to the track as we sped by. …He was menacing, his
rifle at the ready, waiting to resume stalking a prey mo-
mentarily advantaged by our interruption."

SSSSSun, Nun, Nun, Nun, Nun, Nooooov 11 v 11 v 11 v 11 v 11  Giff and Mary passed by many great
waterways and there were still more to
go. "But now, the infinitely numerous
remote lakes and bogs of Manitoba."

MMMMMon, Non, Non, Non, Non, Nooooov 12  v 12  v 12  v 12  v 12  "We're in the obser-
vation car approaching Jasper, deep in
the Canadian Rockies under falling snow,
when we spot a couple of Bighorn sheep
guarding a bluff. A young couple … tell
us they had seen a pack of wolves just
two days earlier."

Thu, NThu, NThu, NThu, NThu, Nooooov 15  v 15  v 15  v 15  v 15  "We get to sleep in
our own bed tonight! It's dark on the
'Cascade' line Vancouver to Seattle. We
sit, out of habit, on the waterside. This is
one of our favorite scenic routes…..
We're home for a couple of days before I
continue south while Mary stays behind
to 'take care of stuff ', choosing to meet
me in Denver on Thanksgiving Eve for
the last two legs of our rail adventure."

SSSSSat, Nat, Nat, Nat, Nat, Nooooov 18v 18v 18v 18v 18  "Returning to my seat
on the Coast Starlight, Seattle to Santa
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extravagant consumption of fuel per passenger air mile…I further
indulge my train traveling pleasure with the fact that one rail line
moves as much cargo as 6 lanes of freeway."

TTTTTue, Nue, Nue, Nue, Nue, Nooooovvvvv. 20  . 20  . 20  . 20  . 20  "On AMTRAK's California commuter to L.A.
The Pacific Ocean is speeding past the window, just yards from the
train. I'll have a couple of hours at historic Union Station before
boarding the overnight 'Southwestern Chief ' to Chicago. But … to
meet Mary in Denver, I make an AMTRAK provided bus connection
at Albuquerque…  I'm on a broken, every seat taken 'coach' operated
by a surly driver intent on making time. We're conquering the
narrow, mountainous Raton Pass in the snowy dark, careening from
lane to lane.  Can't see if we interfere with other traffic because all
the windows are frosted over except the driver's. His 8-year-old
daughter occupies the four front seats… And on his command she
attacks the frosted panes with energetic back and forth swipes of a
paper towel. When a patch of darkness shows…it's enough to alarm
me… I like it better when the little girl leaves it alone and I can't see.
I reach Denver nine hours later, intact."

Thu, NThu, NThu, NThu, NThu, Nooooov 22v 22v 22v 22v 22  "Thanksgiving on AMTRAK's California Zephr:
Boarding at Denver's Union Station we meet another couple at
breakfast and share Thanksgiving with them. We lack an oven
roasted, hand carved turkey with all the trimmings. We opt instead,
for a shank of lamb."

FFFFFri, Nri, Nri, Nri, Nri, Nooooovvvvv.23.23.23.23.23   "We wander into the dining car for lunch as we
begin our 3% grade descent from Donner Pass towards the San
Joaquin Valley, and are soon engaged in a conversation with a sharp-
witted 86 year old. Oranamamu is dressed in a ceremonial robe, a
vibrantly colored shawl (rescued from the trash), and her head is
covered by a multi-tasselled, flop eared, belled jester's hat. She has a
graduate degree in psychology and is returning from an Atlanta
conference of storytellers. She has also just attended a peace demon-
stration against the war in Iraq."

SSSSSat, Nat, Nat, Nat, Nat, Nooooov 24 v 24 v 24 v 24 v 24  " ….At 10:30 pm in Emeryville in the Bay Area,
we connect with the northbound 'Coast Starlight' and find our cosy
'roomette' with freshly made up bunks awaiting us. We sleep through
California's upper Central Valley as we climb into the Siskiyou

Barbara, my trained impulse is to fasten my
seat belt. It is not there, nor is it needed. 'How
relaxingly civilized,' I muse. Conspiring to
reinforce my delight at traveling by rail are the
crowded skies, planes and airports, plus the
fear-induced intrusiveness of Homeland
Security and airport TSAs, not to mention the

MMMMMararararary and Gy and Gy and Gy and Gy and Giffiffiffiffiff
TTTTTake the ake the ake the ake the ake the TTTTTrainrainrainrainrain

... from Page 13
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Address Sales Price 

2019 Fairview Ave E #I 1,225,000  

2031 Fairview Ave E #C 555,000  

2031 Fairview Ave E #N 575,000  

2031 Fairview Ave E #K 635,000  

2031 Fairview Ave E #P 665,000  

2235 Fairview Ave E #10 1,010,000  

2339 Fairview Ave E #M 1,080,900  

2339 E Fairview Ave #N 1,350,000  

2600 Fairview Ave E #2 898,000  

3125 Fairview Ave E #B 568,400  

10 E Roanoke St #4 2,341,500  
  

1213 E Shelby St #5 929,500  

1214 E Hamlin #8 1,200,000  

3110 Portage Bay Pl. E #F 797,770  
  

2466 Westlake Ave N #5 1,400,000  
  

933 N Northlake Way #1 820,000  

2600 Fairview Ave E #11 865,000 

2219 Fairview Ave E #10 787,000 

10 E Roanoke St #2 2,395,000 

Melissa Ahlers, Realtor 
Lake Real Estate 
2008 Houseboat Tour Chair 
direct 206 356 2262 
email melissa@lakere.com 

Floating Homes 
2007 Market Review 

I helped many of our fellow houseboaters buy & sell real          

estate in 2007 (italics above);  let me help you in 2008! 



S.J. MCFARLAND, INC
Floating Home Construction

Experienced & Reliable
Remodels, Repairs, New Construction
Docks, Decks, Stringers, Attachments
Flotation, Float Surveys, Emergencies

323-3489 / 226-7466 cell
2025 Fairview Ave. E. Houseboat “G”

Seattle, WA 98102

Sid McFarland
General Contractor

Lic# SJMCI*066PF
Bonded & Insured

WWWWWant to advant to advant to advant to advant to advererererertise in the FHA Ntise in the FHA Ntise in the FHA Ntise in the FHA Ntise in the FHA Neeeeewsletterwsletterwsletterwsletterwsletter
and rand rand rand rand reach yeach yeach yeach yeach your target audience ??our target audience ??our target audience ??our target audience ??our target audience ??

AAAAAd Sd Sd Sd Sd Sizizizizizeeeee DDDDDimensionsimensionsimensionsimensionsimensions PPPPPrice per Irice per Irice per Irice per Irice per Issuessuessuessuessue
(P(P(P(P(PaidUaidUaidUaidUaidUp Fp Fp Fp Fp Frrrrront)ont)ont)ont)ont)

1/8 page 2.375” X 3.667’ $50 + tax

1/4 page 4.917” X 3.667” $100 + tax

This space could be yThis space could be yThis space could be yThis space could be yThis space could be yours!ours!ours!ours!ours!

YYYYYou must be an FHA member to advou must be an FHA member to advou must be an FHA member to advou must be an FHA member to advou must be an FHA member to advererererertise in the tise in the tise in the tise in the tise in the NNNNNews-ews-ews-ews-ews-
letterletterletterletterletter.  P.  P.  P.  P.  Please contact the FHA office at 206-325-1132lease contact the FHA office at 206-325-1132lease contact the FHA office at 206-325-1132lease contact the FHA office at 206-325-1132lease contact the FHA office at 206-325-1132

AAAAAboarboarboarboarboard AMTRAK California Zd AMTRAK California Zd AMTRAK California Zd AMTRAK California Zd AMTRAK California Zephr , folloephr , folloephr , folloephr , folloephr , following the Uwing the Uwing the Uwing the Uwing the Upperpperpperpperpper
Colorado RivColorado RivColorado RivColorado RivColorado River on er on er on er on er on Thanksgiving DThanksgiving DThanksgiving DThanksgiving DThanksgiving Dayayayayay.....

Mountains. At dawn it's 24 degrees and the high desert
sparkles with frost in the rising sun.  12 hours from now
we'll be near Portland."

Giff ends his story with anticipation. "Knowing the
destination can also be a place to begin the next adven-
ture."

WHERE'S BOB LILLY?
by Marilyn Robertson

You won't find Bob Lilly's popular column, “The
Lilly Pad”, in this issue. For some time the News-
letter staff has been aware the timing of Newslet-
ter editions are often out of sync with garden ac-
tivities. In an attempt to enhance Bob's garden ad-
vice we began to include photos, but found black
and white photos don't do justice to the lush veg-
etables or the rare and unusual plants Bob grows
on Tenas Chuck. We have been wondering, how
can Bob better communicate with houseboat gar-
deners?

We are excited to report our new FHA web
site seems to be the perfect vehicle to provide
houseboat community gardeners with seasonal
gardening advice. Also, using the web site should
allow you to view any accompanying color photos
in a larger format.  In the near future the site will
be interactive, so gardeners can send Bob gar-
dening questions and receive timely answers.

So, where is Bob Lilly?  He is probably at one
of the spring plant sales. Yes, it's again the time of
year when you will find well-priced plants for your
houseboat garden. To locate a list of plant sales in
the Seattle area, Google: The Elisabeth Miller
Horticultural Library (please note the spelling).
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Lagerquist & Morris  AIA

FFFFFloating Hloating Hloating Hloating Hloating Home Dome Dome Dome Dome Designesignesignesignesign

Phone: 206-789-7611
Fax: 206-781-1911
lagerquistmorris@qwest.net

NENENENENEWS  FRWS  FRWS  FRWS  FRWS  FROM  OM  OM  OM  OM  THE  ECCTHE  ECCTHE  ECCTHE  ECCTHE  ECC
by Chris Leman

Eastlake NEastlake NEastlake NEastlake NEastlake Neighborhood Peighborhood Peighborhood Peighborhood Peighborhood Plan.  lan.  lan.  lan.  lan.  ECC jointly produced with
FHA and other Eastlake groups the Eastlake Neighborhood Plan
(1998; available at www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/elake,
along with the 1999 "approval and adoption matrix" that implemented
it).  Adopted by City Council resolution and ordinance, and much-
praised for its substance and unexcelled outreach, this plan works to
reduce noise from I-5, revitalize Eastlake Avenue as our "main street,"
and make Fairview Avenue E. safer for walking.  One result is the
Fairview Green Street guidelines, expected to receive a City Council
public hearing in the coming months; there will be plenty of public
notice.  The plan also works to keep the neighborhood diverse, af-
fordable, and well-designed, and has helped bring many City funds to
the neighborhood.

Corridors prCorridors prCorridors prCorridors prCorridors project.oject.oject.oject.oject.  For a mid-April application for city Neigh-
borhood Matching Funds, ECC is proposing some improvements for
corridors such as Eastlake Ave. and Fairview Ave. as called for in the
neighborhood plan.  We are deciding now which parts of Fairview
most need shoreline and pedestrian safety improvements, so sugges-

tions and volunteer offers are welcome, to President Matthew Stubbs,
info@eastlakeseattle.org.

I-5 noise funds parI-5 noise funds parI-5 noise funds parI-5 noise funds parI-5 noise funds partially lost in legislaturtially lost in legislaturtially lost in legislaturtially lost in legislaturtially lost in legislature. e. e. e. e.  A superhuman
effort by neighborhood residents and businesses in early March pre-
vented the state legislature from knocking out most of the funding for
I-5 noise wall construction.  But it looks like, despite high-level assur-
ances we had received, the funds were indeed knocked out for retro-
fitting the I-5 Ship Canal Bridge with sound-absorbing panels.  For
the latest, contact ECC's I-5 noise volunteer, Jae Easterbrooks,
Jeasterbrooks3@comcast.net.

HHHHHamlin Samlin Samlin Samlin Samlin Strtrtrtrtreet-end Peet-end Peet-end Peet-end Peet-end Pararararark.k.k.k.k.  Thanks to houseboaters Mary Lou
Pederson and Yvonne Jones and uplanders Barbara and William
McPherson for watch dogging a recent City foul up.   Back in 1992-
95, donated labor and materials, with leadership by ECC and the
Hamlin Shores Homeowners Association, turned an inaccessible dump
into this much-used street-end park.  This January, we became aware
that, without consulting ECC as the park's permit-holder or HSHA
as the City's designated maintainer of the park, and contrary to the
Fairview Green Street guidelines and the City's own priority for a
beautiful, continuous shoreline walking route, City agencies had re-
quired nearby developer, Wards Cove to dig up the park for a new

Contact Gary Olson at our Madison Branch

1420 Madison St.
(206) 709-8314

Better ideas. Better banking.

www.bannerbank.com Member FDIC

If you’re in the market for a houseboat, get on board with Banner Bank. Our Floating Home Loans 
offer fl exible terms and affordable monthly payments. We can connect you to a new houseboat, 

but the deck furniture is up to you. For detailed information regarding purchasing, refi nancing, or 
remodeling a fl oating home, stop by your local Banner branch.

We Can Float You A Loan.



drainage structure with a poorly located manhole and an unsafe and
incomplete-looking sidewalk.  ECC is waiting for City action on the
following proposals we made in response:   (1) Move the crash barrier
to the street (east) side of the sidewalk; (2) Extend the sidewalk to the
south half of the Hamlin street-end in a winding design that follows
the contour of the park; (3) Replace the crash barrier, now a corru-
gated metal highway-type, with a rustic wooden type as seen a block
north; and (4) Create one pedestrian opening (and possibly two) about
four feet wide in the crash barrier.  For more detail, see the article on
page 12 of the March/April 2008 Eastlake News.

TTTTTopiaries. opiaries. opiaries. opiaries. opiaries.  Thank goodness the charming pyracantha in the shape
of a violinist survived the Hamlin Park debacle.  Ken Meyer, a Hamlin
Pier resident, in 1999 first thought the shrub had possibilities as a
ballet dancer, but after some pruning and further growth, he decided
it was meant to be a violinist.  Just south in the parking lot is a much
larger shrub that Ken has pruned into a plump bullfrog (appropri-
ately green).  He encourages others to invent additional topiaries else-
where.

DDDDDaly'saly'saly'saly'saly's.  Thanks for a wonderful 46 years of unmatched burgers,
halibut and chips, thick shakes, and other delicacies.  Displaced by
construction in January, owners Maureen and Everett Waters are look-
ing for a new location.  If you can help, call them at (206) 232-6141.
And is there anyone who could donate the removal and storage of the
historic Daly's sign?

VVVVVolunteer needs.olunteer needs.olunteer needs.olunteer needs.olunteer needs.  ECC needs you to distribute the Eastlake
News to doorsteps of the following blocks of Fairview:  Lynn to Bos-
ton; Boston to Newton; and Newton to Eastlake Avenue.  It is fun
and great exercise.  Also, the neighborhood needs a volunteer to at-
tend the monthly meetings of the TOPS Site Council, an advisory
body to the alternative school that is located in the Seward School
building.  For either opportunity, call (206) 322-5463 or e-mail
to cleman@oo.net.

UUUUUpcoming evpcoming evpcoming evpcoming evpcoming events:ents:ents:ents:ents:
April 19 (Saturday) City Neighborhood Council's public

workshop on neighborhood planning, 8:30 am to 1 pm in the
Bertha Knight Landes Room of City Hall, 601 Fifth Avenue.
The City is considering some changes that could undermine or
enhance our neighborhood plan.  Speakers include City Council
member Sally Clark, the Department of Neighborhoods' current
director (Stella Chao) and former director (Jim Diers), and many
neighborhood leaders.  For background: seattle.gov/
neighborhoodcouncil or call Chris Leman (see below).

April 22 (Tuesday) ECC's Earth Day event, 7 pm, TOPS-
Seward School, 2500 Franklin Ave.   Share your ideas on how we
can all live more lightly.

LivLivLivLivLivableSableSableSableSableSeattleMeattleMeattleMeattleMeattleMooooovvvvvement.org  ement.org  ement.org  ement.org  ement.org  Neighborhood advocates
around the city have established the Livable Seattle Movement.
Their recently unveiled web site which spotlights ugly, overbuilt
development, how City proposals would make it worse, and what
to do about it.

EastlakeSEastlakeSEastlakeSEastlakeSEastlakeSeattle.orgeattle.orgeattle.orgeattle.orgeattle.org is ECC's web site and blog.  Or write
to us at ECC, 117 E. Louisa Street #1, Seattle 98102,
info@eastlakeseattle.org.

Questions or comments: contact  ECC Vice President Chris
Leman, cleman@oo.net, (206) 322-5463.
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Traveling Watercolor Workshops 

A Great Way to Learn to Paint 

A fun Way to Travel 
 

With Local Artist Jonelle Johnson 

And Tour Guide Marty Greer 

 

Provence & Languedoc—5/24-6/7 

Island of Leros—9/14-28 

Details and prices on our website: www.water-color.com 
206 281 0927 or info@water-color.com 



LLLLLOG FOUNDAOG FOUNDAOG FOUNDAOG FOUNDAOG FOUNDATIONTIONTIONTIONTION news report from JJJJJannannannannann
MMMMMcFcFcFcFcFarland:arland:arland:arland:arland: On a sunny day this past October, GGGGGeneraleneraleneraleneraleneral
RRRRRoberoberoberoberobert E. (Bob) Lee t E. (Bob) Lee t E. (Bob) Lee t E. (Bob) Lee t E. (Bob) Lee and his wife, EEEEEvvvvvelynelynelynelynelyn wandered down to
the Log Foundation docks to look for the houseboat his
parents owned many years ago at 2021 Fairview Avenue
North. They ran into SSSSStan & Btan & Btan & Btan & Btan & Barb Lorarb Lorarb Lorarb Lorarb Lorensonensonensonensonenson who live on
2019 and they offered to give Bob & Evelyn a tour to look
for the houseboat.  General Lee joined the Air Force in 1941
and his parents purchased the houseboat later that year.  Bob
explained, "It was a one story rectangular houseboat, tethered
to the shore.  You went down a gentle slope to the house and
crossed a gang plank."  He remembers visiting his parents
there over the years as his family grew.  When the couple
walked down the dock at 2017, Bob saw what he is sure is his
family's old houseboat -- now known as the Rarey houseboat.
Unfortunately it is in a bad state of disrepair and is scheduled
to be torn down this year.  Bob & Evelyn currently live in
Port Ludlow.

2420 2420 2420 2420 2420 WESTLWESTLWESTLWESTLWESTLAKE COOP AKE COOP AKE COOP AKE COOP AKE COOP is down in the dumps, says
Ann BAnn BAnn BAnn BAnn Bassetti,assetti,assetti,assetti,assetti, because Bob & JBob & JBob & JBob & JBob & Joan Boan Boan Boan Boan Bailey ailey ailey ailey ailey are moving away.
"Our spirits will be lightened by getting to know the new
moorage owners KKKKKevin & Jevin & Jevin & Jevin & Jevin & Jessica essica essica essica essica VVVVVanderanderanderanderanderzanden.zanden.zanden.zanden.zanden.  Appar-

ently Jessica's daughter, Lianna HLianna HLianna HLianna HLianna Hallallallallall, will test the waters for
the first year or two. They all have some clues what they're
getting into, as Jessica is the sister of another owner, PPPPPerrinerrinerrinerrinerrin
KaplanKaplanKaplanKaplanKaplan."  MMMMMararararark Kk Kk Kk Kk Koenigoenigoenigoenigoenig reports from Burlington Vermont,
that he and EEEEErin Rrin Rrin Rrin Rrin Rocheocheocheocheoche survived last summer's cross country
car-camping trip. They have been in Vermont since late
August 2007 while Erin studies for another degree at U
Vermont. The severe winter weather hasn't depressed their
spirits. And, they are delighted to report Erin is pregnant!
Now they are worried about the due date.  Mark says, "The
baby should arrive in early August. The timing works on one
hand because Erin plans to complete her thesis in July.
However, the timing isn't so great since our Burlington lease
ends July 31. At least it will be summer, so we can just camp
outside the hospital for a few days." No one in the houseboat
community knows whether Mark, Erin and baby, will return
to Seattle. Ann Bassetti expresses what many houseboaters
feel. "We just hope they think raising a floating child will be
the best option." Last October, Waterlog learned LesleyLesleyLesleyLesleyLesley
HHHHHazletonazletonazletonazletonazleton had a new book, Jezebel: the Untold Story of the
Bible's Harlot Queen.   lh@jezebelbook.com  published.
Congratulations, Lesley.

EEEEEmily Hmily Hmily Hmily Hmily Hine (2766 ine (2766 ine (2766 ine (2766 ine (2766 WESTLWESTLWESTLWESTLWESTLAKE)AKE)AKE)AKE)AKE) has been busy for
most of a year working on Seeds of Compassion
www.seedsofcompassion.net a five-day gathering in Seattle
April 11-15.  "Anchored by the deep wisdom of His Holi-
ness, the Dalai Lama, this community-focused event will
celebrate and explore the relationships, programs and tools
that nurture and empower children, families and communi-
ties to be compassionate members of society."  Besides a visit
from the Dalai Lama, there are various activities: workshops,
lectures, children's events and a benefit concert.  GGGGGemmaemmaemmaemmaemma
DDDDDaggatt aggatt aggatt aggatt aggatt and DDDDDavid avid avid avid avid WhitlockWhitlockWhitlockWhitlockWhitlock, from LEE’S MOORINGSLEE’S MOORINGSLEE’S MOORINGSLEE’S MOORINGSLEE’S MOORINGS
(Northlake) are two other houseboaters involved in planning
this special occasion.

RRRRRobbobbobbobbobby Ry Ry Ry Ry Rudine (udine (udine (udine (udine (TUI TUI TUI TUI TUI TUI DOCK)TUI DOCK)TUI DOCK)TUI DOCK)TUI DOCK) writes: "I'm in
Brazil with my Dad (91) and Mom (87).
Tui Tui's sad news was the sudden
passing of our beloved 14 year old
Keeshond, Saba.  She had a great life!
Toward the end she was a regular visitor
to Le Fournil restaurant where she
amused the staff and clientele.  Upper
Skagit elder, Vi Hilbert took us (Robby
and JJJJJanet anet anet anet anet YYYYYoderoderoderoderoder) to Hawaii for a visit to
Maui where we saw humpback whale
breaching, spouting, pectoral and fluke
splashing, and spyhopping.  We came
back to Seattle and Vi stayed on.  Janet
has been publishing various essays about
Vi and her culture! "

MALLMALLMALLMALLMALLARD COARD COARD COARD COARD COVEVEVEVEVE news by GGGGGiffiffiffiffiff
JJJJJonesonesonesonesones:

"Twiggy", the Strockbine's pet
Whippet loves the daily outings now
that BioMed researcher Laura Strockbine
has retired from Amgen.  Hubby Steve is
the dock's new prez.  EEEEEd Bd Bd Bd Bd Buchwalduchwalduchwalduchwalduchwald

by Marilyn Robertson

Waterlog

GGGGGen. Bob Lee and his wife Een. Bob Lee and his wife Een. Bob Lee and his wife Een. Bob Lee and his wife Een. Bob Lee and his wife Evvvvvelyn beside the family houseboat.elyn beside the family houseboat.elyn beside the family houseboat.elyn beside the family houseboat.elyn beside the family houseboat.
Photo from Lorensons
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Photo  from Mike Naylor

Commemoration:  an arCommemoration:  an arCommemoration:  an arCommemoration:  an arCommemoration:  an art installation.t installation.t installation.t installation.t installation.

comes home long enough for fresh
clothes before heading off on yet
another diving holiday.  GGGGGiff andiff andiff andiff andiff and
MMMMMararararary Jy Jy Jy Jy Jonesonesonesonesones, after their rail trip (see
related article), took a six-week
winter driving vacation to most of
the California National Parks.  LisaLisaLisaLisaLisa
BBBBBermanermanermanermanerman is sequestered at their
ranch in eastern WA and BobBobBobBobBob takes
care of his dental patients while
their houseboat gets a major
renovation from top to bottom and
inside to out.  In between vacations
to Australia and Hawaii, MMMMMarsh &arsh &arsh &arsh &arsh &
SSSSSue Bue Bue Bue Bue Bugge ugge ugge ugge ugge are doing much of their
own work remodeling their house-
boat, living in the completed
downstairs while moving walls and
reconfiguring the new kitchen
upstairs. They spent the better part
of two months this fall traveling in
Australia:  Perth and the surround-
ing area, Cairns including the Great
Barrier Reef, the Tablelands, and Thala Lodge, Sydney,
Canberra, Melbourne, Adelaide and driving the Princess
Highway and the Great Ocean Road. B & B highlights
included a home south of Sydney, an alpaca ranch, and a
winery near Melbourne.   Al H Al H Al H Al H Al Hendricksonendricksonendricksonendricksonendrickson, still gets out
every day for his neighborhood walks, and will celebrate his
90th birthday on June 6.  Opera diva-neo voice teacher
Linda ELinda ELinda ELinda ELinda Ellingsonllingsonllingsonllingsonllingson, the dock's Social Chair, has arranged a
Mallard Cove dinner on April 10 at Fare Start, the culinary
training institute for the homeless.  Half the dock has signed
up.  TTTTTim & Mim & Mim & Mim & Mim & Melissa Ahlerselissa Ahlerselissa Ahlerselissa Ahlerselissa Ahlers continue to share their time with
the community by serving on the ECC Board while Tim
wears the Mallard Cove treasurer hat.  Melissa is again
organizing the FHA Floating Homes Tour this year.  MMMMMikeikeikeikeike
MMMMMassaassaassaassaassa has enjoyed not being dock president this year.  Mike
reluctantly spends his spare time instead, sailing his new
Jeneau 37.  MMMMMararararark Gk Gk Gk Gk Guy & Duy & Duy & Duy & Duy & Diann Biann Biann Biann Biann Barrarrarrarrarryyyyy, with sons ConnerConnerConnerConnerConner
& Andr& Andr& Andr& Andr& Andreeeeewwwww, have finished their remodel.  They're first on the

dock to use architectural metal for siding on the first floor.
Looks really sharp!  GGGGGus & Jus & Jus & Jus & Jus & Janet Schairanet Schairanet Schairanet Schairanet Schairererererer have their new
Vashon home roofed and sealed up.  Gus still squeezes in
time to work on his increasingly prominent sculpture art.
Check out www.gschairer.com

News from WILLWILLWILLWILLWILLOOOOOW DOCK: MW DOCK: MW DOCK: MW DOCK: MW DOCK: Mike Nike Nike Nike Nike Naylorayloraylorayloraylor reported: I
just got word that my installation of 2006 called "Com-
memoration" has been selected to be in the  "Compassion" at
Art Xchange at 512 1st Avenue South to coincide with Dalai
Lama visit. The show goes April 3 to May 31."  Some of you
may remember Mike Naylor is the artist who made the
woodcut featured and sold for 2004 Houseboat Tour and the
design is featured on note cards available from the
Houseboatique.

THE LTHE LTHE LTHE LTHE LAKE UNION: AKE UNION: AKE UNION: AKE UNION: AKE UNION: TTTTTiff Miff Miff Miff Miff McNcNcNcNcNamaraamaraamaraamaraamara reports 2031
Fairview is ecstatic with the arrival of PPPPPaia Saia Saia Saia Saia Sophia Loophia Loophia Loophia Loophia Lowrwrwrwrwryyyyy
who was born on February 12 to EEEEEthan & Nthan & Nthan & Nthan & Nthan & Nicoleicoleicoleicoleicole. The
proud parents report that her dock neighbors have warmly
welcomed Paia and she looks forward to meeting the rest of
the houseboat community. Several years ago beloved Rosie
the cat blazed a trail by relocating from 2025 to 2031. It is
our collective good fortune that MMMMMike Linus & Sike Linus & Sike Linus & Sike Linus & Sike Linus & Sandiandiandiandiandi
MMMMMcQcQcQcQcQuiruiruiruiruirkkkkk have also moved from 2025 FVE to join us. They
took a holiday to Puerto Vallarta in March and pledged to
can some sunshine and bring it back for us. So far so good on
that mission.

The Newsletter is pleased to print stories, news and events
from the docks in the column, Waterlog.  Contact Marilyn or
your dock representative if you have news you wish to share
with the houseboat community.

NONONONONOTE:  TE:  TE:  TE:  TE:  To reach Marilyn, use her nenenenenew w w w w email address
isobel.rob44@gmail.com

Photo  from the Lowry family

PPPPPaia Saia Saia Saia Saia Sophia Loophia Loophia Loophia Loophia Lowrwrwrwrwryyyyy



Floating Homes Association
2329 Fairview East
Seattle, WA  98102

The AThe AThe AThe AThe Associationssociationssociationssociationssociation’’’’’s Legal Fs Legal Fs Legal Fs Legal Fs Legal Fund needs yund needs yund needs yund needs yund needs your supporour supporour supporour supporour support, alsot, alsot, alsot, alsot, also.  D.  D.  D.  D.  Donations of $50 or moronations of $50 or moronations of $50 or moronations of $50 or moronations of $50 or more are are are are are taxe taxe taxe taxe tax
 deductible!  M deductible!  M deductible!  M deductible!  M deductible!  Make yake yake yake yake your our our our our separseparseparseparseparateateateateate check payable to SC check payable to SC check payable to SC check payable to SC check payable to SCCF/FHA.CF/FHA.CF/FHA.CF/FHA.CF/FHA.

for the FHA Legal Ffor the FHA Legal Ffor the FHA Legal Ffor the FHA Legal Ffor the FHA Legal Fund.und.und.und.und.

HHHHHelp Pelp Pelp Pelp Pelp Prrrrreseresereseresereservvvvve and Pe and Pe and Pe and Pe and Prrrrrotect Sotect Sotect Sotect Sotect Seattleeattleeattleeattleeattle’’’’’s Colors Colors Colors Colors Colorful Hful Hful Hful Hful Houseboat Colonyouseboat Colonyouseboat Colonyouseboat Colonyouseboat Colony.....
JJJJJoin the Foin the Foin the Foin the Foin the Floating Hloating Hloating Hloating Hloating Homes Association omes Association omes Association omes Association omes Association TTTTToday!oday!oday!oday!oday!

NAME(S):NAME(S):NAME(S):NAME(S):NAME(S):

HOUSEBOHOUSEBOHOUSEBOHOUSEBOHOUSEBOAAAAATTTTT
 ADDRESS: ADDRESS: ADDRESS: ADDRESS: ADDRESS:

MAILINGMAILINGMAILINGMAILINGMAILING
 ADDRESS: ADDRESS: ADDRESS: ADDRESS: ADDRESS:

I havI havI havI havI have enclosed $e enclosed $e enclosed $e enclosed $e enclosed $

FFFFFloating Hloating Hloating Hloating Hloating Homes Association               2329 Fomes Association               2329 Fomes Association               2329 Fomes Association               2329 Fomes Association               2329 Fairairairairairvievievievieview Aw Aw Aw Aw Avvvvvenue East              Senue East              Senue East              Senue East              Senue East              Seattle, eattle, eattle, eattle, eattle, WWWWWA  98102           (206) 325–1132A  98102           (206) 325–1132A  98102           (206) 325–1132A  98102           (206) 325–1132A  98102           (206) 325–1132

NENENENENEWWWWW RENERENERENERENERENEWWWWW

ANNUANNUANNUANNUANNUAL HOUSEHOLD DUES:AL HOUSEHOLD DUES:AL HOUSEHOLD DUES:AL HOUSEHOLD DUES:AL HOUSEHOLD DUES:

MMMMMoorageoorageoorageoorageoorage

REGULREGULREGULREGULREGULAR - $50AR - $50AR - $50AR - $50AR - $50

65 AND O65 AND O65 AND O65 AND O65 AND OVER - $40VER - $40VER - $40VER - $40VER - $40

RRRRRententententent

HHHHHouseouseouseouseouse

Condo/CoopCondo/CoopCondo/CoopCondo/CoopCondo/Coop
NNNNName:ame:ame:ame:ame:

The FThe FThe FThe FThe Floating Hloating Hloating Hloating Hloating Homes Aomes Aomes Aomes Aomes Associationssociationssociationssociationssociation

MEMBERSHIP FORMMEMBERSHIP FORMMEMBERSHIP FORMMEMBERSHIP FORMMEMBERSHIP FORM

PPPPPHONE:HONE:HONE:HONE:HONE:

OwnOwnOwnOwnOwn

11/0211/0211/0211/0211/02


